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She wants to play
a game with you

B Despite petting off

100 1o & deceptively slow
W start, fanc Harris's
foliow-up to The:
b Observations spon
ups ity game, Packed
e with dark deeds and
= ' unreliable namators,
it i5 a cunningly plotied puizler full
of mysterics and ambiguities that
.| stishies the contempaorary taste for
| Vietoriana and Gothae tales.
1t straddles two time periods —
19305 Bloomshury and Glasgew
i the Late 1880s. In her old age,
narrator Flarriet Baxter, o well-off,
solitiry spinstar with wa caged

FICTION OF THE WEEK
Gillespie And I By Jana Harris
{Faber £14.59) Sk Aoy

ririks Tor compuany, {8 writing 4
e of her prized fricndsinp
with Ned Gillespie, 8 Glaswegian
artist, Hamet recounts how shi
insinusted herself into hus family's
lifz, where & sinister, possibly
psychotic child called Sybil wreaks
havoc, In the process, the tone of
the novel shifis from dwku:nnndy
1o chilling tragedy, In the parallel
marrative of Harmiet ﬂ.nrvdim
mmhar smpmlum e
aroased by the arrval of o new

servant. The overall sense, comveyed
via & tone of barely suppressed
hysteria, is that nothing in Hasriet's
Tife 15 cumbe what it seems.

Harris does o wonderful job
if making the reader aware that
Hirriet's overwrought inferpretition
of events doesn't comespand to
realiny. Although 18 seems as if
Harris leaves it 1o the reader 1o
decide whether Harriet is an
ingocent victim of circumstance or
w meddler with sinister i intentions,
part of the pleasure of this thcksy
nove| comes from knowing we ie
heing - very skilfully — manipulated.

Tina fackson
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